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Seizing the moment
Green Hope High's girls aimed their season at
winning the Tri-Seven swimming

Local children are making works of art to
benefit cancer patients.
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Art is where the heart is
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The Caring Community Foundation, which raises money to

help patients with cancer, has made thr=~
drawn by local children.

iits featuring art

Children make
valentines to help
cancer patients

BY ANDREA HOWE
STAFF WRITER

Chocolate, roses and jewelry ... the
three staples of Valentine's Day.

This year, the Caring Community
Foundation is throwing a new gift op-
tion — special valentines made by lo-
cal children that benefit others —
into the mix through its “Giving
Heart Project.”

The Caring Community Founda-
tion, a nonprofit organization, was
developed in 2001 by Eric and Jill
Wolford of Cary.

In 1999, Jill, a mother of two, was
diagnosed with breast cancer. While
battling the disease, she and her hus-
band received support from a num-
ber of individuals. That support in-
spired the couple to “pay it forward”
and help others battling cancer,

The foundation works with local
oncologists and social workers to
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The Caring Community Foundation is seiling valentines featuring drawings by iocal children, There are 16 designs to choose from, created by children ranging in age from 4 to 15.
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provide financial assistance to
cancer patients in the Triangle.

“It only takes a small group of
people to make a difference,” Jill
Walford said.

Upon speaking with Wolford
about the foundation, Debra Mor-
gan of WRAL television got on
board immediately, serving as
honorary chairwoman,

“Hearing the stories about how
cancer patients have been
touched by the kindness of the
foundation is heartwarming,”
Margan wrote in an e-mail. “So
miany other charities do a terrific
job of raising money for research
and support services, but the Car-
ing Community Feaunckation is dif-
ferent because it gives money di-
rectly to the patients. What a
greal concept]”

To date, the Caring Commu-
nity Foundation has raised more
than $80,000. In just the past five
months, it has aided 30 patients,
Walford said, providing them
with the means o buy medical
supplies like equipment or pre-
scriptions, or simply to pay their

TO LEARN MORE

Check the Canng Commii-
nity Foundation's Web site at
www.CaringCommunityFoun
dation.org.

For specific valentine card
salling locations and dates,
Eo 1o the Web site and click
on “lds.”

The foundation needs vol-
unteers who can sew and
quilt. Interested adults may
e-mall Elaine Paul at
Elaine@caringcommunity
foundation.arg about ways
thiat they and thedr children
can gat imvolved in projects.

For infarmation on hosting
or helping with the 2005 Pay
It Forward Party, e-mall Jill
Wolford at Jill@eanngcom
munityfoundation.org.

Kidls.
&cmrding to Elaine Paul, com:-
m:-ﬂ fhmnv‘timmn of this new
it was developed in order
to show children *the importance
of helping others in the commu-
nity” and to teach them compas-
sion. Paul got involved immedi-
ately when Wolfard, her friend
and co-worker, approached her

Members of the Caring Community Foundation used word of mouth to solicit ehildren’
In the first week of sales, the cards rolsed $1,100,
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from, ereated by children ranging
in age fron 4 to 15.

The fint week, sales topped
out at $1,.00. For sales locations
and dates, go to www.Caring
("nmmut:trFHumlal.l'm.oruf and
click on kids.”

“Of crurse [‘mhappyabwlthe
sles, bat what I'm really happy
i!huu[ i M.‘eiﬂg‘ the children re-
sponid,” Paul said. “My daughter
wanted to keep doing more after
we finished the 8,000,

In addition to small fund-rais-
ers held throughout the year, the
Cariag Community Foundation
holds an annual fund-raiser
deened the Pay [t Forward Party.
The party began in 2001 and tra-
ditionally takes plrce in the sam-
mer, it has steadily grown in size
each year,

Last year about 500 peaple at-
tended and the event raised about
50,000, with matching gifts from
area employers.

“We are looking for & venoe o,
have the next fundraiser in, that's
willing to donate to a wonderful
cause,” Wolford said.

On Jun. 22, the foundation
planned to hold its first annual
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with the idea. activities, for children to display their art  dren's artwork, another part of

utility bills,

The foundation’s main fund- “We want kids to grow up “We talked to our neighbors, “wkwhnle!:dp[m‘um the "Giving Hearl Project,” put a
wllmwinfhnwtuhrjppeupk' friends and colleagues at work, The artwork can be used ina Mbksﬁnuu!hupml:u
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for a classmate diagnosed with 84, or without candy for 52 50.

umu'r'—andiﬁwﬂhhumhr Large cards are sold individuadly
for $3, or in packs of four for $10.
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