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Party raises funds, a\Mareness
lmpromtu gathering
turns into an annual
fundraising event.
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What began as an impromptu
fund-raising idea has become an
annual gthering which has raised
close to $7,000 for breast cancer
patients and is now known as the
Pay It Forward Party.

When Jill Wolford, a mother of
hivo, was diagnosed with breast
cancer in May 1999, nobody cduld
believe it. "I had just had a baby,"
she said.
. Wolford alongwith friends and

family, has participated in the
Race for the Cure since l9gg. The
race was followed by brunch one
year and a party the next. The
party initiatdwhat is nowan an-
nual fundraiser - held Saturday,
June 8 - led by Wolfod, who
has bedn cancer-free since Sep,
tember 2001. I

"Last year we got a little bit
sawy," Wolford said. "We told
everyone who came to put what
they would pay for beir and a

burger into a basket."
th9 dollars quickly added up,

and they were able to raise about
$750, whichwasgven to a single
mother to pay for part of her med-
icrl bills.

l knowhow much support you
need emotionally," said Melissa
Faris, who overcame her battle
with breaSt cancer. 'We wanted to
do whateverwe could to alleviate
the stress put on these people."

The money raised will help with
the financial stress and allow pa-
tients to focus on their emotional
well feing."Our ultimate goal is to raise
as much money as possible to do
nate to patients, who can't afford
treatment," said Sheri Seiferheld,
who assisted in fund naising.

Wolford says they hope to spon-
sor many breast-cancer patients
this year due to an increased
amount of funding.

The guest list increased to 1b0
people, who helped raise $6,325
for breast-cancer patients. "This is
people giving anonymously to
help someone in need," Wolfond
said. "It is really getting conta-
gious. People can't give enough."

Door prizes were used as a
small incentive to encourage gen-
erosity. A signed Hurricaiesler-
sey, plane tickets and other raffle
items, including 35 door prizes,
were donated. r"People wCre do
natingthings right and left," Wol-
ford said. i

Wolford hopes the epidemic of
$vingwilllead to even morepar-
{cigqtion. T.lext year we hopb to
double the amount'of money do
nated," she said.

Wolford contends there would
have been more people present at
the Pay It Forward Party if it had
not been up against the Hurri-
canes game.
- 

"I want everyone to bring a
friend nextyear, so it will double
in size," Faris said.

Wolford and others hope to see
ky It Forwand develtry into a norr
profit organization to encourage
more people to contribute to the
cause."It is great to see good people
doing good for other people," Wol-
ford said.

Contact Erin Cunningiham at 460-
2600 or ecunning@nando.com


